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Chardonnay remains the
most stylish white wine in
Australia. It is successfully

grown in most states but

aficionados constantly
debate on which appellation
is best - even small regions
like the Macedon Ranges,
Geelong and Tasmania are
all high-flyers. Here are our

top five. sTORY WINSOR DOBBIN

Margaret River has emerged as one of
Australia's premium wine regions, The
vineyards stretch 60 kilometres to the
north and 40 kilometres to the south of
Margaret River township and there's a
range of terroirs and micro-climates that
produce a wide range of styles. Margaret
River produces less than one per cent of
Australian wine, but a remarkable 15 per
cent of our premium wine, Star chardonnay
producers include Leeuwin Estate, Cape
Mentelle, Brookland Valley, Devil's Lair,
Howard Park and Vioyager Estate.

Cullen 2006 Kevin John

Chardannay ($70)

Yanya Cullen’s organic, biodynamic
winas just get better and better. This

is ane of the standout chardonnays of
the past 12 months, It's an ultra-madern
style with oak playing a subtle support
role while natural yeasts have added
flavour complexity,

Drink with pan-fried scallops.

Edwards 2007 Chardonnay ($32)
There are a lot of big names in
Margaret River but alsa a number of
small wineries making excellent wines
at less elevated prices. Tha Edwards
family are adventurers — company
founder Brian Edwards flew from
Landon ta Australia in a Tiger Moth
light aircraft. This is a stunningly good
wine, tight and nicely integrated with
classic chardonnay characters in
perfect balance.

Drink with flathead fillets.

_ ADELAIDE HILLS

The Adelaide Hills are part of the Mount
Lofty Ranges, just a short drive east of
Adelaide. They were among the first areas to
be settled by Europeans and the townships
have German names like Hahndorf and
Lobethal. The first vines were planted

in 1839 and the many valleys feature a
range of micro-climates, although the
Adelaide Hills are considered a cool-
climate region. There are over 50 wineries
with star names including Ashton Hills,
Bird In Hand, Deviation Road, Setanta,
Petaluma, Nepenthe and Tilbrook.

Hensehke 2007 Croft Lenswood
Chardonnay ($47)

The Henschke family, famous for their
stellar red wines, are based in the Eden
Walley but are making an increasing
number of wines fram vineyards they
own at cool-climate Lenswood. This
is a really lavaly wine for savouring.
The fruit flavours are balanced by
some steely acid on the finish,

Drink with rabbit and pancetta.

Shaw and Smith 2007 M3 Vineyard
Chardonnay ($38)

Shaw and Smith has a small range

of exquisitely crafted wines and its
chardannay is regarded as one of the
top half dozen in the country year in,
year out. These grapes were hand-
picked, whole bunch pressed then
barrel fermented in French cak. The
end result is a complex wine of bath
style and substance.

Drink with roasted quail.
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