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BACK TO THE

What's old is new in Tasmania, with several smart tourism operators making full
use of a range of historic buildings and the great outdoors. worbs: WiNSOR DOBEIN
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enjovment in the formal gard
Daniel also hosts regular cooking class
which have proved extremely populs

One of the most exciting ney

developments in Tasmania has been
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PEFPERS CALSTOCK AND GARDENS

re-hirth of The Lodge at Tarraleah, 90 minutes
west of Hobart on the road to Strahan,

Luxury suites and guest rwsms have
been created in a striking 19305 Art Deco
mansion that was ence used Lo house senior
management of the giant hydro-electric
scheme on the Nive River.

[he rooms are spacious and luxurious with
king-size beds, silk doonas, mohair throws
and a range of spa baths — and the Lodge has

been garnering award after award.

There are over 120 malt whiskics to
choose from in The |.i|'||'<':|'_\ Bar, while the
Wildside restavrant -.||.|.\_"'\ set four-course
dinners and hoasts an excellent wine list with
aver 300 choices.

COne ol the major attractions is a cliff: Lop
hot tub, in which vou can soak away the
stresses and strains of city life while taking
in some !-|1l.'l.'l:|l:'i.l|:ll' views — the selting is
dramatic with plenty of chances o see local
wildlite, hish lor brown trout, wallk in National
Farks, go mountain hiking, kavaking or
explore a range of lakes, rvers and streams.

As at so many upmarket destinations,

the quality of your experience depends to a

great extent on that of the stafl; each guest is
allocated a butler’ for the duration of their stay.
For those on a tighter budget, Tarraleah
also offers stays in restored original cottages
on the property, or in apartments in the
converted Scholars House. The pub grub at

the Highlander Arms is outstanding,
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aware |.['IE_"_-.' are living in
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luxurious surrounds.

but there is also a |m'f;|}'

relaxed atmosphere.

CLIFF-TOP HOT TUB AT TARRRALEAH

Hobart's two hippest hatels are The Hengy
Janes Art Hotel and the Islington.

The Henry Jones, located in an old jam
|-.i.l.lI:'I:- I|'..II l.|.|||.'l: |J:I:'|-. K] |H:lﬁ_ ||||;|:‘|:-
a superh ambience and has garnered
international acelaim since opening on the
waterfront in late 2004,

The old sandstone warchouses have heen
superhly refurbished with classy Furniture and
fittings and many overook cither the water ar

a stunning glass atvium. The rooms (there are

S0 in a range of styles) and public areas all

feature -.|ri|-.ir'|_: works ol art. »
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FOOD&wine King & Alpine Valleys,

zio Minutello smiles ruelully

when asked what made him

plant grapevines in the foothills
of Mount Beauty in Victoria's
remote Kiews Vallew “A lapse
of sanity,” he affers with a smile.
e Alpine Valleys are not the casiest
spal tee make fine wines. Last year's vintage
wits destroyed by smoke taint cansed by the
bushlives that swept across north-east Vietoria,
AL ather times Minutello has had w cope
with evelonic wineds and frosts. In winter it
olLen snows.

The setting, however, is beautilul.

Minutelle’s Annapurna Estate winery and
cellar doar lays in the shadows of Mount
Beauty and Mount Bogong — the land is
verdant, the views spectacular, :
The soil types and the climatic conditions
here are like where my family came from
in northern Naly,”™ Minutello says. “We are
tuched away here — i it wasnt far the gum

leaves you could be somewhere in Eurape.”

lhe Alpine Valleys region is, as Minutello
describes it, “out of the mainstream”. There } ;
g e e o S In the S'E.U-Hr?iﬂg surrounds of Victoria’s
Gapsted, Bovntons Feathertop, Ceccanti. ey 1 g £l B H : = A =
"'.||II.|'||'|II'|i<||'|i.| 1'|[-:||I|'|| |',|,||.|':|||:!".'|-'|4.':‘\._||'|,| '. . llﬂ'lipllne.rl—ll{gh 2 mrﬁﬂs‘ltry' Winemaklng fdrnllles

vn hour or 5o Ay, the |\'il'|;-_l| "l.'i|”|,":.' is [ar are taklng t'he' in UStr}‘ by Storm' i
better known — a former tobacco-producing
region that made its name with lalian
varieties but now produces a range of styles
in several different micro-climates, from
fortifieds at Oxley 1o sparkling wine material
at the high-altitude Whitlaneds,

“I'his is arguably the prettiest and best
grape-growing region in the country,” says
Fred Pizzini, patriarch of the winemaking
Family, of which there are several brunches.

“I1's the most dynamic region and the
mast diverse. There is a strong commitment
throughout the region ta prodecing a range of
varictios and styles and no one is making big,
Fat, steweed wines. We are making wines that

are meant to be enjoved — not talked about,” =

48 OUTthere



FOOD&wine King & Alpine Valleys, Vic

There are dozens of
boutique food producers
in the Ovens and

Kiewa Valleys (berry
farms, nut groves and
orchards) whose wares
are worth sampling.

Peaple are, however, talking about Piezini's
new premium wines like Rubacuori, a reserve
sangiovese that retails for $110 a hottle,

and the stunning Coronemento nebbiolo
(51351, Freds son, Joel Pizzini, a talented
voung winemaker, makes both and the prices
underline the quality of wine the region is
now producing.

“One of our aims is o produce classic
Barolos of the New World,” says Joel. [Barolo
is one of the most highly regarded Talian
recls, made [rom nebhiolo grapes. |

Versatility, though, defines the region,

“This is not just an area for lualian varieties,”
says Amnie Pizzini at his Chrismont winery
cellar door in Cheshunt. “Wines like riesling

and cabernet sauvignon are also very stylish.”

ALPINE VALLEYS
The name "Alpine Valleys' accurately
conveys the often spectacular and beautiful
mountain scenery with which this diverse
region has been blessed.

The area comprises four river basins
or vallevs, created by the Ovens, Buffalo,
Buckland and Kiewa rivers. Mowhere are the
views hetter than at the Annapurna Estate
cellar door and café,

Try dishes including a range of platters;
perhaps sushi kingfish and egg noodle salad

with sesame dressing ($27.50) or Szechuan

pork rib eve with apple and chilli sauce ($28).

Outside Bright, Gapsted Wines ollers

a wide range and the terrific cellar door tha
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has a selection of 1asting options, serving
excellent lunches and Frequently hosting
jaer concerts and open-air movies. The wine
quality matches the sweeping views.

In Bright, Simone's restaurant has
long been a favourite with locals and
serves upmarket Italian-influenced food
using regional produce (including venison
and rabbit). Newcomer Poplars delivers
impressive French-influenced cuisine in
a cosy atmosphere, while there are also
several good calés,

Villa Gusto, outside town, is one of
the leading lusury boutigque retreats in the
country. Set in two acres of Tuscan-siyle
gardens, it is built in the tradition of the
great villas of aly, with marble bathrosms
and all luxuries, fountains, tasteful antiques,
even its own cinema. Think gourmet
breakfasts and depustation dinners.

Ihere are dozens of boutique food
producers in the Ovens and Kiewa Vallevs
tberrv Farms, nut groves and orchards) whose
wares are worth sampling,

There are also two local boutigue
breweries; Boynton's Brewing at Porepunkah

and the Bright Brewery in downtown Bright

MILAWA CHEES

COMPANY TASTING

MILAWA AND THE KING VALLEY
Brown Brothers, at Milawa, is by far the
lomgest-established producer in the region,
and boasts one of the most impressive
cellar door operations in Australia; friendly,
informed staff offer up 1o 46 different wines
for tasting, including a range of unusual
varieties that includes pinot grigio, graciano,
roussanne and tempranillo.

Among the new varieties vou should
try Lo sample are: albarifio, carménére and
schioppetting (no, 1'd never heard of it cither
but the grape has recently been rescued from
near extinction).

The Epicurean Centre, next door, does
great lunches.

The Milawa Cheese Company is home

to a bakery/café and a bistro that's open fors



FOOD&wine King & Alpine Valleys, Vic

EREM‘;‘N BROTHERS ¥

lunch. Visitors are welcome to sample a wide

- " o
selection of Milawa cheeses (more than 20

on my most recent visit), along with various

other delicacies from around the region

I IIIII H 1) I'|'|||. away m II [ I\“Ii' 'll..||”| \
several families of [talian tobaceo growers
have turned their hands to winemaking with
immense success, As well as Pizzini, the
Chrismont and Dal fotto operations also

turn out wines that are outsl |'||i|'|_-_;-. o

value, inc _||,|i|::g some made From Ttalian
varieties like sangiovese and nebhiolo
Rieslings, bone dry and very fresh,

Valley a

extremely popu

from

v proving
ar with savvwy drinkers
althaugh there were none from 2007 due
i |||| :||'-|r<-|m- '|Ii|.-|'|1'-:| hushbires,

Both Pizzini, at its recently renovated Lana
Irento bed and breakfast, and Chrismont,
at i|\ |I|l||| Irket __'I.I:"‘[I'I'I:I‘-L'_ ":II\_'I' overmigng
accommuodation surrounded by vines

Other wineries well warth visiting include

the tiny Bog:

v Creek set up at Mymrhee,
where owner Graeme Ray has plans to open

a café: rustic Gracebrook, which serves

wal platters and gourmet pies and offers

weekend entertainment at cellars in 120-

'u_':ll'--:|||‘: -“;.||l|-.'\_ B nd Cir CONe, W |‘ [ h rec |'I'|I|'.

Iliv"'\-"ll'l' a CF I:.II' II(i(il' iy an I.lII.l ||I:-I. i'li'r."'- '\-l:
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Avalon, Ciavarella and the Movhu Wine
Company, w hich has a new cellar door and

La

and a « l|||5|||, of pretty rent il cottapes,
'|I-'||i.\.i .|i\|I I:ll O VOur Ineran I:ll” r?'“
current standout has to b
designed Sam Miranda winen

Mot only does Miranda make some terrib
wines under the Sam Miranda, Symphonia

High Plains and Snow Boad labels there's

also a funky cellar door {check out the stylisl

I'.\_'\_"i_l SCOOLeEr in situ ) as ‘-'.|,| a5 an |"-.|':'|||'I'|I

on-site restaurant,

Choose From antipasi or harcuteric

platters, or main dishes such as smoked lamb

with peas and potato rosti ($20) or ca
fritti with areen salad (518

Aside from the delicious wine and cheese,

there's plenty of gourmet shopping to be done

in the tiny hamlet of Milawa.
You can sample a huge range of mustards

._|'||| l_lll'-.|'||'|-.'|'1-. at Milawa "'.ll.'-.l.i"-:!'--_ '.'-.|'|I [

Milawa's Olive Shap is another Favourite,

selling a wide range ol olive products.

At EV OMives at Markwood you can see

how the oils and tapenades are produced,

before sampling them. B

Please turn over for ‘6 of the best wines

aof the King & Alpine Valleys.

the new .II'I.'!'IIII Ct-
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FOOD&wine King & Alpine Valleys, Vic

” ) OF THE BEST

BEROWMN BROTHERS
2004 Patricia Shiraz

The wines in the Patricia range are the Brown Brothers flagships

elegsed only in an excellent vear to pay tribute to the fa

matriarch. This is a big, bold wine, intens .-:'l'nll' fan

ired, WItn dark

berry and spice characters to the fore, but also bl d with fine

tannins and some elegance, Lne for the ..-'||-='_I'. YO Can resist

O Maatch it with braised coxtail. $45

ANNAPURNA ESTATE
2005 Blanc de Moir Sparkling

tempranillo, a Spanish grape from the Rioga region. There are some

defightful dark barry frut flavours and delicious frut swestness

PIZZINI
2006 Sangiovese

Not only does Miranda make
some terrific wines under the

SAM MIRANDA SYMPHONIA

DAL ZOTTO CELLAR DOOR 2006 Las Triadas Tempranillo
5am Miranda is now branching away from hes winemaksng family
smiall portions of cabernet and merdot have been added to the

Sam Miranda, Symphonia, High

Plains and Snow Road labels, el Rt B ]
there’s also a funky cellar door picy nose. Oak. plays a supporting ole o dark berry, coffee and

check out the Vespa) and an Wi R T

excellent on-site restaurant. IC)I it it spaahett bologrese. §

CHRISMONT
2004 Chardonnay

Armie Pizzini's Chrismont team produces some exceller

with a touch of ade, |||

DAL ZOTTO
2004 Barbera
he Dal datto Famidy produces a range of Nalian varietals, including

trala's only prosed Barbera s the most wadaly planted grape

al Fotto cellar door DL FENTT

SAM MIRANDA CELLAR DOOR

i Please turn over for Travel Tips'to the King & Alpine Villeys,
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GETTING THERE:

Regional Express (Rex) A
laraest ir ependent reg

1 WWW.IEX. CONTL AU

WHERE TO EAT:

Rinaldo's of the King Valley is based
xt door to the Dal fotto cellar door

n Whitheld and talents

jgplant parmigiana ($16.50

Poplars offering

ey CHO5E dappr HIMaton af a Farsian

sauce and pommes frites

MILISEOOIT

(03) 5755 1655

WWW. poplars.com. ou

Range may be located i

L r'l'.." aford and ook

fromn outside, but chef Michae
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wward for best regional

=taurant in the 2008 The Age Good

Food Guide, The servici 1)

www range.net.ou

Brown Brothers Epicurean Centre
next door to the Brown Brothers cellar

s O3 CTO0 EE
emary. (U3} 2720 3500

wiww. brownbrothers.cam.au

WHERE TO S5TAY:

tylish and elegant Casa Luna at
Myrrhee:l's-u-. perD courdtr
vineyard views and has just two

paghetti with eggplant, basil anc

orino (dehoious) or local free-range

www.cosoluna.com.au

Centenary Peaks Townhouses are
ituate the heart of the attractive

f Bright. The sparkling new

term stays
433

www.cpbright.com.au

Lindenwarrah Country House Hotel
31 jted | res Ii'-f' or _ te the I'I"".".;

Brothers cellar door at Milawa. Mestled

www lindenwarrah,.com. au

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Mount Beauty Visitor
Information Centre

1800 117 88¢
www.visitalpinevictorio.com.au



