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The rugged beauty of
China’s remote Yangshuo
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France dishes up more
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BOUTIQUE Celebrate the warmer weather by splashing out with these great gift ideas.
EATING OUT Modern Australian cuisine is at the top of the menu — at home and overseas,
CELLAR DOOR Big, bold and brassy - the best of Australian shiraz.

FASHION Light and comfortable sums up the new lifestyle collection from Seng.
DRIVETIME Mazerati enters the large luxury sedan race with its new Quattroporte.

TOP GEAR The hottest new gadgets, from a musical jacket to a robotic floor cleaner.

PEOPLE Faula Constant sets a world record for walking solo across the Sahara.
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CELLAR DOOR

simply shiraz

S RELR
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There have been changes of ownership and
changes of winemaker, but Penfolds
remains Aunstralia’s pre-eminent procducer
of red wines, particularly shiraz, and is
recognised as such around the globe. Peter
Giago is the new keeper of the flame and his
2002 Grange shows he is a worthy successor
to great winemakers like John Dhval, From
budget wines such as Koonunga Hill to
stellar offerings like St Henri, RW'T and
Grange, Penfolds is the master of producing
shirazes ol power, elegance and longevity.

* Penfolds 2003 5t Henri Shiraz ($80)
While mast of the Penfolds red wines
have spent time in new oak, the 5t Henri,
always relatively affordable, is seasoned in
large old sak casks and is very much fruit-
driven. It is a supple wine, full of character
and decidedly less full-blooded than
some of its stablermates, while retaining
interast and structure,

Drink with roast lamb.

Penfolds 2002 Grange ($500+)

Grange is Australia’s iconic red wine,
much sought after by collectors around
the world, It was created by Max
Schubert in 1951, and has been
described as “a complete wine". This
recent release, is a wine for the ages
with wonderful eassis fruit flavours along
with choeolate, liquorice and just a hint
of spice. Oak plays a supperting rele in
this wine that'’s expansive but has
tremendous length and depth.

Drink with a rare steak,

Elderton

Created in 1982 by the late Neil Ashmead,
Elderton quickly built a formidable
reputation for its big, powerful Barossa
Valley reds, some of it from vines
approaching 100 years old. Elderton wines
are not for the faint-hearted: they are bold,
assertive wines with personality, and are
much loved by American wine guru Robert
Parker, The company is now run by
Ashmead'’s widow Lorraine and their sons
Allister and Cameron, and continues to
produce wines of substance and style.

* Elderton 2004 Barossa Shiraz ($27)
Made fram low-yielding old vines, most of
them ower 45 years old, this is a pewerful
wine but surprisingly approachable in its
youth with considerable sofiness and
complexity. There's tons of flavour on the
palate with rich chocolate and dark plum
flavowirs, along with hints of pepper and
cedar. Matured in French and &merican
cak puncheons, it will continue to improve
over the next few years,

Drink with a gourmet pie.

Elderton 2003 Command Shiraz ($95)
Command Shiraz, previously known as
Command Hermitage, is Elderton'’s
flagship wine and it is made from single-
vineyard fruit that spends at least three
vears in both American and French oak,
It's dark and inky in colour, velvety on the
palate and has tremendous depth of
flavour. it can be confidently callared for
15 years or mare.

Drink with game casseroles,

Cabernet sauvignon may be
the king of red wine varieties
in many parts of the world,
but in Australia it is shiraz
that reigns supreme. From
the big, juicy and alcoholic
wines of Mclaren Vale and
the Barossa to savoury, more
elegant wines from the
Hunter and Heathcote, shiraz
is our favourite drop.
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