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THERE IS A CHANGING OF THE GUARD WITHIN THE AUSTRALIAN WINE INDUSTRY,
AND THE CHILDREN OF THE GRAPE ARE FULL OF PASSION AND PROMISE.

STORY BY WINSOR DOBBIN

! eter Lehmann walks into the winery he built against the

i odds almost 30 years ago, looks around and smiles. At 77,
Lehmann is no longer involved in the day-to-day wine-

making of the wines that bear his name, but the ‘Baron of the
Barossa’ remains a guiding light, having a say in his winemaker
Andrew Wigan's final blends. Lehmann's legacy lives on — much
to the relief of the growers he helped save from potential ruin in
1979, when there was serious grape overproduction. Penniless
Lehmann established a consortium and built his winery, provid-
ing a market for grapes from locals whao still provide fruit to him
today. In the past 28 yvears, the company has risen to be one of the
top 20 Australian producers, “We don't make ordinary wines,”
Lehmann thunders, but hes no traditionalist, having eschewed
corks for screw caps. "T've seen too many great wines destroyved by
bad corks,” he says. Lehmann's wife Margaret is a brand ambassa-
dor, son Doug is the managing director and another son, Phil,
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will rejoin the company as winemaker after a stint with Yalumba.

Winemakers working with their offspring is one of the key
themes of the industry with other leading lights including Gary
and Nick Farr at By Farr and Farr Rising at Geelong; Doug Bowen
and his daughter Emma at Bowen Estate in Coonawarra; and
Garry Crittenden and his son Rollo at Crittenden Estate on the
Momington Peninsula in Victoria.

Farmer Doug Bowen established Bowen Estate in 1972, building
a reputation for generously flavoured shirazes and cabemets.
Emma, who graduated from Charles Sturt University with an
oenology degree in 1999 before working overseas, has added a fur-
ther dimension to the wines, “Working at Bowen Estate with my
parents is a lifestyle choice,” savs Emma Bowen. “In the winery
my father and T have similar ideas and principles in the way in
which we approach making our wine. This makes for a congenial
work environment. My main role is as the "hands on” winemaker

Bowen Estate, Coonawarra







